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Summary Information 
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Title John Wilmerding Papers, 1968–1999 

Identifier SC.009 

Creator Wilmerding, John, 1938- 

Date 1968–1999 

Extent 7 cubic feet (19 boxes) 

Abstract Correspondence, photographs, and printed materials document John 
Wilmerding’s personal and professional activities before, during and after 
his time at the National Gallery of Art. 

Biographical Note 

John Wilmerding was the Deputy Director of the National Gallery from 1983 to 1988 where he had 
served as the Senior Curator of American Art since 1977.  Previously he had taught art history at 
Dartmouth College.  After leaving the National Gallery, he became the Christopher Binyon 
Sarofim Professor of American Art at Princeton University.  He was active in the art community, 
serving on various positions at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Shelburn Museum, Guggenheim 
Museum, College of the Atlantic, Smithsonian Institution, Harvard University Art Museums, and 
the Terra Foundation for American Art. In 1989 he was selected by President Ronald W. Reagan as 
a presidential appointee to the Committee for the Preservation of the White House.  In 2005, 
Wilmerding was elected to the National Gallery Board of Trustees, serving chairman from 2007 
until his retirement in 2013 and was named trustee emeritus.  

Scope and Content 

The papers are comprised primarily of Wilmerding’s personal and professional correspondence. 
Materials include correspondence, photographs, and related documents pertaining to his 
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published writings and his contributing works; his teaching activities at Dartmouth College and 
Princeton University; his participation on the Committee for the Preservation of the White House; 
and his affiliations on various boards, including his role in de-acquisition at the Shelburne 
Museum.  

Arrangement 

Papers arranged first by type, beginning with correspondence filed chronologically, followed by 
files on committee and project activities, materials relating to Wilmerding’s publications, and 
miscellaneous research articles. 

Administrative Information 

Conditions Governing Access This collection is open for research by appointment under 
the conditions of the National Gallery of Art Archives 
Access Policy. For all inquiries or to schedule an 
appointment, please contact archives@nga.gov. 

Preferred Citation  National Gallery of Art Archives. John Wilmerding Papers. 

Rights Status  In copyright. 

Language English 

Processing Information Arranged and described by archives staff, 1986, 2005, 2017. 

Acquisition Gift of John Wilmerding, 1986, 1999. 

Related Archival Materials National Gallery of Art Archives. Deputy or Assistant 
Director Records - John Wilmerding Subject Files. 
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John Wilmerding Papers

1Box

General Correspondence, 1968

General Correspondence, January-June 1969

General Correspondence, July-December 1969

General Correspondence, January-June 1970

General Correspondence, July-December 1970

General Correspondence, January-June 1971

General Correspondence, July-December 1971

2Box

General Correspondence, January-June 1972

General Correspondence, July-December 1972

General Correspondence, January-March 1973

General Correspondence, April-June 1973

General Correspondence, July-September, 1973

General Correspondence, October-December, 1973

General Correspondence, January-March, 1974

3Box

General Correspondence, April-June, 1974

General Correspondence, July-September, 1974
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John Wilmerding Papers

General Correspondence, October-December, 1974

General Correspondence, January-June, 1975

General Correspondence, July-December, 1975

General Correspondence, 1976

General Correspondence, 1977

General Correspondence, 1978

General Correspondence, 1979

General Correspondence, 1980

General Correspondence, 1981

4Box

General Correspondence, 1982

General Correspondence, 1983

General Correspondence, 1986

General Correspondence Accretion, 1986

General Correspondence, 1987

General Correspondence, June 1987

General Correspondence, January-March 1988

General Correspondence, April-June 1988

General Correspondence, July-September 1988
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John Wilmerding Papers

General Correspondence, October-December 1988

General Correspondence, January 1989

General Correspondence, February 1989

General Correspondence, March 1989

5Box

General Correspondence, April 1989

General Correspondence, May 1989

General Correspondence, June 1989

General Correspondence, July 1989

General Correspondence, August 1989

General Correspondence, September 1989

General Correspondence, October 1989

General Correspondence, November 1989

General Correspondence, December 1989

General Correspondence, January 1990

6Box

General Correspondence, February 1990

General Correspondence, March 1990

General Correspondence, April 1990
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General Correspondence, May 1990

General Correspondence, June 1990

General Correspondence, July 1990

General Correspondence, August 1990

General Correspondence, September 1990

General Correspondence, October 1990

General Correspondence, November 1990

7Box

General Correspondence, December 1990

General Correspondence, January 1991

General Correspondence, February 1991

General Correspondence, March 1991

General Correspondence, April 1991

General Correspondence, May 1991

General Correspondence, June 1991

General Correspondence, July 1991

General Correspondence, August 1991

8Box

General Correspondence, September 1991
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General Correspondence, October 1991

General Correspondence, November 1991

General Correspondence, December 1991

General Correspondence, January 1992

General Correspondence, February 1992

General Correspondence, March 1992

General Correspondence, April 1992

General Correspondence, May 1992

General Correspondence, June 1992

General Correspondence, July 1992

General Correspondence, August 1992

General Correspondence, September 1992

General Correspondence, October 1992

9Box

General Correspondence, November 1992

General Correspondence, December 1992

General Correspondence, January 1993

General Correspondence, February 1993

General Correspondence, March 1993
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General Correspondence, April 1993

General Correspondence, May 1993

General Correspondence, June 1993

General Correspondence, July 1993

General Correspondence, August 1993

General Correspondence, September 1993

General Correspondence, October 1993

General Correspondence, November 1993

10Box

General Correspondence, December 1993

General Correspondence, January 1994

General Correspondence, February 1994

General Correspondence, March 1994

General Correspondence, April 1994

General Correspondence, May 1994

General Correspondence, June 1994

General Correspondence, July 1994

General Correspondence, August 1994

General Correspondence, September 1994

Created February 2024 Narional Gallery of Art Archives Page 8 of 14



John Wilmerding Papers

General Correspondence, October 1994

General Correspondence, November 1994

General Correspondence, December 1994

General Correspondence, January 1995

General Correspondence, February 1995

11Box

General Correspondence, March 1995

General Correspondence, April 1995

General Correspondence, May 1995

General Correspondence, June 1995

General Correspondence, July 1995

General Correspondence, August 1995

General Correspondence, September 1995

General Correspondence, October 1995

General Correspondence, November 1995

General Correspondence, December 1995

General Correspondence, January 1996

General Correspondence, February 1996

General Correspondence, March 1996
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General Correspondence, April 1996

General Correspondence, May 1996

12Box

General Correspondence, June 1996

General Correspondence, July 1996

General Correspondence, August 1996

General Correspondence, September 1996

General Correspondence, October 1996

General Correspondence, November 1996

General Correspondence, December 1996

General Correspondence, January 1997

General Correspondence, February 1997

General Correspondence, March 1997

General Correspondence, April 1997

General Correspondence, May 1997

General Correspondence, June 1997

General Correspondence, July 1997

General Correspondence, August 1997

General Correspondence, September 1997
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13Box

General Correspondence, October 1997

General Correspondence, November 1997

General Correspondence, December 1997

General Correspondence, January 1998

General Correspondence, February 1998

General Correspondence, March 1998

General Correspondence, April 1998

General Correspondence, May 1998

General Correspondence, June 1998

General Correspondence, July 1998

General Correspondence, August 1998

General Correspondence, September 1998

General Correspondence, October 1998

General Correspondence, November 1998

General Correspondence, December 1998

General Correspondence, January 1999

General Correspondence, February 1999

Created February 2024 Narional Gallery of Art Archives Page 11 of 14



John Wilmerding Papers

14Box

General Correspondence, March 1999

General Correspondence, April 1999

General Correspondence, May 1999

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, December 1988-July 1989

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, August-December 1989

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, January-May 1990

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, June-December 1990

15Box

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, 1991

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, January-March 1992

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, April-June 1992

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, July-September 1992

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, October-December 1992

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, 1993

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, 1994

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, January-March 1995

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, April-June 1995

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, July-September 1995
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Shelburne Museum Correspondence, October-December 1995

16Box

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, January-March 1996

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, April-June 1996

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, July-September 1996

Shelburne Museum Correspondence, October-December 1996

Proposals of Sale, 1996 [Folder 1 of 2]

Proposals of Sale, 1996 [Folder 2 of 2]

17Box

Committee for the Preservation of the White House, 1990, 1993

Harnett Project Correspondence, 1989

Harnett Project Correspondence, 1990

Homer Project, 1989-1990

American Views - Artists

American Views - Correspondence, 1991

American Views - Draft

18Box

American Views - Essays

American Views - Places
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American Views - Works

Mount Desert Manuscript Records

19Box

Various Articles for Art Research

Middlesex School Bulletin, Summer 1986
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